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SECTION 26 05 53 - IDENTIFICATION FOR ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 DESCRIPTION 

A. Clearly and properly label the complete electrical system to indicate the loads 
served or the function of each item of equipment connected under this work. 

 
1.2 SUBMITTAL AND RECORD DOCUMENTATION 

A. None required. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 IDENTIFICATION MARKERS 

A. Unless otherwise specified, all identification nameplates shall be made of laminated 
three-ply plastic in accordance with Fed. Spec. L-P-387 equal to "Lamicoid."  
Nameplates shall be minimum 1/16" thick, with black outer layers and a white core, 
red outer ply for all emergency applications.  Edges shall be chamfered. 

 
B. Provide identification nameplates for starters, switchboards, safety switches, 

panelboards, motor control centers, transformers, equipment (air handling units, 
exhaust fans, pumps, etc.), with a minimum of 1/4" high letters. 

 
C. Provide identification nameplates for control power transformers, control devices 

(relays, contactors, etc.), with a minimum of 1/8" high letters. 
 
D. Where switches control remote lighting, exhaust fans, or power outlets, or where 

switches in the same gang (two or more) serve different purposes, such as light, 
power, intercom, etc., or different areas, such as corridor and outlet, furnish 
engraved cover plates with 1/8" black letters indicating function of each switch or 
outlet. 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 LABELING 

A. Major items of electrical equipment and major components shall be permanently 
marked with an identification nameplate to identify the equipment by type or 
function and specific unit number as shown on the Drawings. 

 
B. Provide typewritten branch panel schedules with protective clear, transparent 

covers accounting for every breaker installed.  Use actual room designations 
assigned by name or number near completion of the work, and not the designation 
on the construction drawings.  Minimum panel schedule width shall be 4" with 1/4" 
height allowed for each circuit line.  Panel schedules shall be the type which install 
in a metal frame or pocket.  Panel schedules shall be of the odd/even sequence (1-
3-5-7-9... and 2-4-6-8-10...). 
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C. Identify service entrance and distribution switchboards with engraved nameplate 
corresponding with the plans, mounted on the face of the switchboard.  Identify 
each feeder, breaker, and switch with engraved nameplate corresponding with the 
plans. 

 
D. Identify branch panels with engraved nameplate corresponding with the main or 

subdistribution panel labeling, mounted on the face of the door.  No brand labels 
or other markings shall be on the outside of the panels. 

 
E. Label all disconnect switches, relays, contactors, starters and time switches 

indicating voltage, amperage, power panel source, circuit number and equipment 
served with laminated plastic label. 

 
F. Nameplates shall be secured with screws or pop rivets.  Adhesive-only fasteners 

shall not be permitted. 

END OF SECTION 26 05 53 


